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• Welcome  

• Define the process, purpose and principles for the California 
Common Core Standards (CCCS) 

• Share the district’s CCCS Implementation Plan 

• Introduce the key shifts in English Language Arts 

• Tips for supporting students at home 

• Introduce the key shifts in mathematics 

• Tips for supporting students at home 

• Review the new CCCS assessment 

• Provide additional resources 

• Share next steps and answer questions 
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• The Council of Chief State School Officers and the National 
Governor’s Association Center for Best Practices identified the 
need for common standards 

• The college and career readiness standards were developed 
• K-12 ELA and mathematics standards were developed 
• Multiple rounds of feedback from states, teachers, 

researchers, higher education individuals, content experts 
and the general public were provided to the standards 
committees 

• K-12 learning progressions were developed for ELA and 
Math 

• California’s State Board of Education  adopted the standards 
on August 2, 2010 
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• The focus of the CCCS is to ensure that all students are college 
and career ready as they exit from high school 

 

• Previously, every state had its own set of academic standards, 
meaning public education students in each state were subject 
to different expectations 

 

• All students must be prepared to compete with not only their 
American peers in the next state, but with students from 
around the world  
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• Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are 

expected to know and be able to do  
• Standards at each grade level are fewer, clearer, and more rigorous than 

the previous California Standards 
• Standards provide all children with future college or career readiness 

skills  
 

During the development process, the standards  were divided into two 
categories. 

 
•  College and career readiness standards 

• Address what students are expected to learn by the time they have 
graduated from high school graduation 
 

•  K-12 content standards 
• Address expectations for elementary through high school 
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College and Career 
Readiness (CCR)  
Anchor Standards 
for English 
Language Arts and 
Mathematics 
 
• Consist of broad  

expectations  
• Remain consistent 

across grades and  
content areas 

• Based on evidence 
about college and 
workforce training 
expectations 
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Standards 
Development 

• Content experts, 
teachers, 
researchers and an 
advisory board 
helped develop  

• Groups brought 
multiple areas of 
expertise 

• The validation 
committee members 
certified the 
standards before 
releasing for public 
comment 
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• Administrators and teacher leaders attended a variety of    
introductory CCCS professional development workshops 

• Every K-12 teacher district-wide received a copy of the 
CCCS 

• Initial implementation timeline was drafted 

• Online resources distributed district-wide 

 

 

• Implementation teams met throughout the year 

• Prepared staff to implement SBAC Assessments 

• Continued professional development opportunities   

• Reviewed options for CCCS Curriculum and chose The 
Synced Solution 

• Decided on full implementation of CCCS in K-2 for 2013-14 

 

2011-2012 

2012-2013 

Awareness 

Planning 
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• K-2 implementation of CCCS via The Synced Solution and course 
planning 

• Developing ELA implementation plan for 3-12 ELA 

• Implementing instructional materials adoption process for 
mathematics in K-8, and Algebra 1 for 8th grade 

• Determining pathway and curriculum for secondary high school 
mathematics 

• Administer SBAC field test assessments to all students in grades 3-8, 
and grade 11 

 

 

• Full implementation of the CCCS 

• Continue professional development and training in CCCS  

• Continue gathering feedback from all stakeholders 

• Select high school mathematics curriculum    

• Administer spring SBAC assessments to all students in grades 3-8, 
and Grade 11 

 

2014-2015 

2013-2014 

Implementation 

Transition 
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Mrs. Colleen McKinley, Director of Curriculum  



1. Regular practice with complex text and its academic 

language 

 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from 

text, both literary and informational 

 

3. Building knowledge through content rich nonfiction 
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Regular practice with complex text and its academic language 

 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Read text at comfort level and   

work with more challenging text 

above grade level/ability 

• Read often 

• Read text independently and 

aloud 

• Speak and write using academic 

content language 

• Speak and write using academic 

skill language 

 

• Provide more challenging text at 

home 

• Read with them and read often 

• Ask questions using academic 

language and expect answers in 

academic language 

• Acknowledge regular use of 

academic language 
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Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence 

from text, both literary and informational 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Read and respond to text 

dependent questions by citing 

textual evidence 

• Make statements, 

judgments/arguments based on 

textual evidence free of personal 

opinion and prior experiences  

• Read the same text and talk 

about it 

• Demand evidence in everyday 

discussions 

• Encourage writing at home 

• When opinions are given, ask for 

text based evidence or reasoning 
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Building knowledge through content rich nonfiction 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Read more nonfiction text 

• Read various forms of nonfiction 

text 

• Understand and apply explicit 

literacy skills in the content areas 

• Provide more nonfiction texts at 

home 

• Identify areas of interest and 

choose nonfiction text on that 

topic 

• Read aloud and discuss nonfiction 

texts 
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• Elementary School Focus: Units 

• Middle School Focus: Ratios 

• High School Focus: Functions 
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K-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 

 Number/Operations - Base 

10 

 Operations and Algebraic 

Thinking 

 Geometry 

  

 

 Number/Operations in 

Base 10 

 Operations and Algebraic 

Thinking 

 Geometry 

 Number and Operations-

Fractions 

 

 Ratios and 

Proportional 

Relationships 

 Expressions and 

Equations 

 Geometry 

 Statistics and 

Probability 

 

 Interpreting Functions 

 Reasoning with 

Equations and 

Inequalities 

 Similarity, Right 

Triangles and 

Trigonometry 

 Geometric 

Measurement and 

Dimension 

 Interpreting 

Categorical and 

Quantitative Data 
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1. Focus:  strong emphasis where the standards focus and 

narrow the scope of content at each grade 

 

2. Coherence: think across grades, and link to major topics within 

grades. 

 

3. Rigor: in major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, 

procedural skill and fluency, and application. 
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Focus:  strong emphasis where the standards focus and 

narrow the scope of content at each grade 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Spend more time on fewer 

concepts in math 

• Go deeper and understand why 

and how math works  

• Focus on major topics that are 

essential skills for future grades 

• Learn the mathematics practice 

standards and how to apply them 

with their grade level content 

 

• Understand the focus and major 

topics at each grade level 

• Talk and practice math at home 

that supports the focus and major 

topics 

• Talk with student and teacher 

about progress in major topics 

• Understand the mathematical 

practices and how to support 

them at home 
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Coherence: think across grades, and link to major topics within 

grades. 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Build upon skills from previous 

grades 

• Build upon skills from current 

instruction 

• Make connections between math 

concepts being taught throughout 

the year 

• Be aware of challenges from 

prior years and support 

accordingly 

• Ask math questions that loop 

back to previous skills and 

concepts 
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1. Rigor: in major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, 

procedural skill and fluency, and application 

Students will… Parents/ Guardians can… 

• Spend more time practicing math 

in and out of the classroom 

• Spend more time going in depth 

to understand the algorithms of 

math and the real world 

application 

• Talk about why and how math 

works 

• Prove that they know their 

conclusions are correct 

 

• Practice and memorize basic 

math facts with students 

• Understand the key fluencies at 

each grade level 

• Talk about and ask questions 

about real-world and everyday 

math 

• Advocate for and provide time 

for math practice and application 

at home 
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Mrs. Charlene Bowden, Director, Assessment 
and Instructional Support Services 
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• Annual summative assessment, grades 3-8 and grade 11 in ELA 
and mathematics, with performance tasks and computer 
adaptive items  

• Interim assessments and formative resources are part of the 
assessment system 

• Measures current student achievement and growth across time, 
showing progress toward college and career readiness 

• Major shift from current CA STAR multiple choice assessments 

• More information and sample assessments at: 
www.smarterbalanced.org 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKerb7NsDUE&feature=yo
utu.be  
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http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKerb7NsDUE&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKerb7NsDUE&feature=youtu.be
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Smarter Balanced 
Fiction vs. Fact 

Smarter Balanced 
Fiction vs. Fact 
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Smarter Balanced 
Fiction vs. Fact 

Smarter Balanced 
Fiction vs. Fact 
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• The California Common Core Standards are expectations for student outcomes in 
the core subjects of mathematics and English. They are clear, consistent, 
understandable and rigorous.  

• The California Common Core Standards are not a curriculum. Curriculum 
decisions, such as which textbooks to purchase and which books students should 
read, will continue to be made locally.  

• The standards focus on the real-world skills and critical thinking that will prepare 
students for college and/or careers.  

• The standards represent a significant shift in both content and instructional 
practice.   

• All stakeholders, including parents and/or guardians, should expect to see a 
change in not only what students are learning, but how they are learning. 

• The students ability and mastery of the CCCS will be greatly impacted when 
additional support and practice occurs at home. 
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What the standards do NOT define: 

 
• How teachers should teach 

• All that can or should be taught 

• The nature of advanced work beyond the core 

• The interventions needed for students below grade level 

• The full range of support for English language learners and 
students with special needs 

• Everything needed to be college and career ready 
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• National Parent Teacher Association offers grade-by-grade guides for 
Common Core State Standards. Available in English and Spanish for K-12. 
www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583 

 

• California Common Core State Standards Resources for Parents and 
Guardians: These resources have been compiled for parents and guardians 
interested in learning more about the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
and how to support their child’s attainment of these standards. 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssresourcesparents.asp 

 

• Bellflower Unified School District California Common Core Resource 
Page:  This page provides overview and background of the CCCS as well as 
links to other helpful CCCS resources. 

 http://www.busd.k12.ca.us/CommonCore.htm 
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http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssresourcesparents.asp
http://www.busd.k12.ca.us/CommonCore.htm


• BUSD is committed to ongoing support and monitoring of the 

California Common Core Standards for all stakeholders. 
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